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‘School readiness’ begins at three
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JOANNA MATHER

Anxious parents, worried about not providing their offspring
with the best educational opportunities, are increasingly
enrolling children as young as three in private tutoring classes.

Maths and English were the most popular courses for
preschoolers.

Transition-to-school programs were spruiked as giving kids a
head start and tutors reported an increase in the number of
children who can read and write by the time they get to school.

At Begin Bright early learning centre, children begin with craft-
and music-focused lessons at age two then progress to a
“school readiness” class at three.

Three-year-clds Marly Kuramochi (left) and
Kai Tower with Begin Bright director Tina
Tower. Photo: Michele Mossop
Director Tina Tower said lessons were fun and she

recommended only one hour a week.

“A lot of people are still a bit wary of the early learning years — they think children should be children
and all that sort of thing, which | completely agree with," she said.

“I've got a three-year-old and | very much want him to play and enjoy himself. But at the same time |
want him to know how to read and write because that will open up his opportunities for later in life."

Solicitor and mother-of-three Ghania Dib said when her eldest son started school in the NSW private-
education sector, she was surprised by how many children were already receiving tutoring.

“It is not uncommon for kindergarten and year-one students to be in tutoring,” she said.

Initially, Ms Dib wondered whether she was doing her son a disservice by not having him tutored.
"He's always been a top performer ... and | was worried he would fall behind if he wasn't getting the
tutoring,” she said.

‘| went through a lot of internal searching as a parent.” In the end, Ms Dib held off but said she would
turn to tutoring if a problem arose.

Clinical psychologist and family therapist Andrew Fuller said there was a lot of pressure on parents
around education. “You have to be very careful. Some of those [tutoring] programs are very good and
child-centred. Others are quite regimented.”

University of Western Australia professor and educational and development psychologist, Janet
Fletcher, agreed that three was too young to have a child tutored.

“The child is not yet in a formal learning situation and while [he or she] may well learn from tutoring,
many early numeracy and literacy skills can be learnt just as well and more enjoyably through play.”
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